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Letter from the Eminent Archon
Greetings to Brothers of Iowa Delta,

 My name is Jake Smith, and I have the honor to continue serving as the 
Eminent Archon of the Iowa Delta Chapter of Sigma Alpha Epsilon for the 2019 
calendar year. I am a junior studying Political Science here at Drake University, and 
grew up in the Des Moines area. I look forward to the opportunity to continue to 
serve and represent the chapter throughout the duration of my second term, and 
look forward to all the year has to bring.
 
 2019 will be a year of growth for the Iowa Delta Chapter. In fall of 2018 we 
added twenty-one new members to the chapter, and are looking forward to spring 
recruitment—where we hope to add a couple more brothers to our chapter. With 
only three seniors graduating in spring of 2019, we are expecting to see chapter 
growth into the 60s to potentially 70s—ensuring that our chapter will remain strong 
as we near our centennial.
 
 Active brothers are already hard at work making sure that 2019 will be 
the best year yet for the chapter. We have brothers that are student ambassadors 
on campus, residence assistants, members of the Student Alumni Association, and 
much more—ensuring that SAE’s presence on campus is strong. Our Philanthropy 
Chairmen are preparing for our spring events, with all money going toward the 
Children’s Miracle Network. Some brothers have attended national leadership 
institutions, such as the John O. Moseley Leadership School in Phoenix, Arizona, 
and the inaugural Executives Academy in Chicago, Illinois—bringing back with 
them information and ideas on how to better our chapter. The Iowa Delta Chapter 
also looks forward to promoting exceptional health and safety policies, and hopes to 
be a national leader in ensuring that all people, both brothers and non-brothers, are 
safe whenever they are at an SAE event.
 
 There is only so much that a short letter can do to inform you on the 
whereabouts of the chapter—we want to hear from you! The chapter house is 
always open to brothers across the Realm, and the active chapter wants you to come 
around. Please feel free to stop by and take a tour of the house, meet some of the new 
members, and simply reflect on your time here at the Iowa Delta Chapter. I look 
forward to all this year has in store, and I hope to meet you soon!

Phi Alpha,

Jake Smith
Eminent Archon
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Brother Robert D. Ray

Brother Robert D. Ray, passed away on July 8, 2018.  He was 
born on September 26, 1928. Governor Ray proudly served 
as Iowa’s 38th governor and, later in his career, as the 11th 
president of Drake University, from April 1998 to May 1999. 
He received his B.A. in business from Drake in 1952, and his 
juris doctorate from Drake Law School in 1954. 

Governor Ray had a tremendous impact on Iowa, the United 
States and the world. In similar fashion, he served his beloved 
alma mater exceptionally well. His legacy will live on, of 
course, through the great work of The Robert D. and Billie 
Ray Center.

After winning a hard-fought primary, and surviving an airplane 
crash, Ray was elected Iowa’s 38th Governor in 1968. He was 
re-elected in 1970, 1972, 1974 and 1978. Because Iowans 
appreciated his steady, open, bipartisan leadership, Ray 
became the state’s first four-term, then five-term Governor.         
 
In the late 1970’s Governor Ray became a worldwide 
leader in the humanitarian re-settlement of refugees 
from Laos, Cambodia, Thailand and Vietnam by helping 
them relocate, find jobs, and start new lives in Iowa.     
   
After leaving office, the Rays moved to Cedar Rapids 
where he became President and Chief Executive Officer 
of Life Investors, Inc., later known as AEGON. The Rays 

moved back to Des Moines when he became President 
and CEO of Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Iowa.   
 
In the late 90s, Ray filled out a term as Mayor of Des Moines. 
Ray also chaired the Drake University Board of Trustees and, 
when a vacancy occurred, he was named President of Drake.  
 
In 2005, Ray became the only governor or former 
governor to receive Iowa’s highest honor, the 
Iowa Award, presented by Governor Vilsack and 
the Iowa Centennial Memorial Commission. 

Ray’s first elected office was President of the 7th grade class 
at Callanan Middle School; a campaign managed by his 
life-long friend, Marvin Pomerantz. While at Drake, Ray 
was elected student body President and was a member and 
President of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity that he long 
credited with cultivating his manners, character and civility.  
 
Ray was a talented school-boy athlete with a passion for 
sports his entire life. Ray’s Drake Bulldogs were his favorite 
team though he cheered for all the schools in the state 
to be successful. Ray was an enthusiastic Iowa Hawkeye 
football and basketball fan as a result of being a color 
commentator for Iowa Hawkeye football games in the 1950s 
and 1960s with his radio business partner, Frosty Mitchell.     
   
Robert D. Ray is survived by his wife Billie; their three 
children, Randi (Bill) Watson; Lu Ann (Bill) Newland and 
Victoria (Mark) Carlson; and eight grandchildren, John and 
Michael Watson; Robert, Jeffrey and Billie Newland; Emma, 
Leah and Sadie Carlson. 
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News & Notes

Our new 
Chapter 
Advisor
I’m a local Iowan and grew up in 
Ankeny. Went to Ankeny High 
School before the split happened, 
and graduated in 2011 as a Hawk. 
One of my good friends from 

Ankeny, Domenic Lamberti, who ended up becoming the Eminent 
Archon at Iowa Delta, convinced me on coming to Drake to begin 
with. 

Becoming an SAE at Drake once I got there was pretty much 
inevitable. I didn’t have any plan to go through rush, however my 
roommate, Domenic Lamberti, made me at least try it and there 
was a total of 9 men from my floor that went through rush. All 
of us ended up joining a house, and 6 of us joined SAE. The new 
addition was still under construction my Freshmen year and it was 
definitely a big seller by the undergraduate chapter during rush. 

During my active days, I spent most of my free time playing 
basketball and Super Smash Bros. with brothers. While not serving 

as a member of executive council, I did serve as intramural chair due 
to my love of sports, despite not being very talented. The question 
always comes up to any alumni on what their favorite moment 
was or their favorite part of being an SAE, and it’s truly a difficult 
answer. I have the ability to sit here and think about it since I’m 
not on the spot and there still isn’t one single moment that stands 
out, it’s really just a collective 4 years that make it special. Hanging 
out with one brother in a common room, singing songs on the 
porch with everyone, playing football in the front yard... the whole 
experience of having a close group of friends that you can count on 
is really the “best” part. 

After graduating in 2015 with a finance degree, I went to work 
for John Deere Financial in Johnston. I still work there as a credit 
analyst with the construction and forestry group. Besides just 
working, I knew I still wanted to stay involved with the house 
so I got involved helping out the House Corporation. The board 
members all had bigger things in mind for me and slowly groomed 
me into becoming the Chapter Adviser. This is my first semester of 
being the adviser, but the nice thing about our alumni association is 
that we really have a group of advisers that are helping this chapter 
grow and ensure our important traditions and values are not lost. 
I look forward to serving this chapter for many years with our 
alumni association and making sure our undergraduate brothers 
are becoming True Gentlemen. 

Phi Alpha
Evan Hopkey ‘15

Chapter Eternal

Fall Recruitment 
Training
The Fall 2018 recruitment season led to the initiation of 22 new 
members into the Iowa Delta chapter of Sigma Alpha Epsilon. The 
chapter attributes this years success in recruitment to a new strategy 
that was developed with the aid of SAE alumnus Tom Healy. Tom is 
a nationally recognized keynote speaker who is an expert in aiding 
young leaders to harness their potential. Tom met with the active 
members of the chapter approximately three weeks before fall 
recruitment kicked off. He collaborated with the chapter to revamp 
their recruitment strategies and develop a plan to set the house up 
for future successes.
 The morning began with the executive council meeting with 
Tom to conduct a S.W.O.T. (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, 
and Threats) on the current state of the house. The council then 
set goals in the categories of athletics, social, brotherhood, service, 
academics, and miscellaneous opportunities. Using the information 
that was highlighted in the analysis the chapter has achieved nearly 
all these goals within the semester and plans to repeat this exercise 
and revise the goals with each new executive council. 
 The afternoon was spent with Tom providing a presentation 
to the active chapter on how to quickly build connections and 
screen for potential new members (PNMs) that fit what they 
believe it means to be a True Gentleman. The chapter shifted its 
recruitment strategy from encouraging PNMs to meet as many 
brothers as possible during the recruitment process, to having each 
brother target a few PNMs and focus on showing them why joining 

SAE is the best thing they could do for their college experience and 
career. 
 During the actual week of recruitment, the chapter 
focused on presenting an informal and relaxed atmosphere that 
proved extremely attractive to first years going through the process. 
The chapter stood out by giving a bold and forward presentation for 
PNMs and opting to grill its own food and utilize a meat smoker 
that was recently donated to the house for its recruitment events.  
The recruitment strategies learned during the chapter’s time with 
Tom will continue aid it in recruitment for years to come and has 
provided it with the ability to reach the next level it has hoped to 
in recent years. As the active chapter continues to grow it will look 
back on the efforts and culture shift created in this last semester as a 
milestone.

Phi Alpha!
Noah Bamonte-Grebis ‘20
Eminent Treasurer

Three Active Brothers were present for the funeral procession of 
distinguished brother, Governor Robert D. Ray, as it passed by the Drake 
University campus.
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News & NotesΣΑΕ Order & Donation Form

Alumni Reception at Chapter House
Date:  Friday, April 26th, 2019  Time: 6:00 – 9:00 PM

Pre-Registration

QTY: @ $50.00 / Person Pizza, Beverages
& Cash Bar Total Due $

Names of Those Attending:  Please Print First, Last Name & Graduation Yr.
1.
2.
3.

Note:  Order form must returned by Monday, April 22nd, 2019
Make Checks Payable to:  Iowa Delta Alumni Association  & Mail to: P.O. Box 12, Waukee, Iowa  50263-0012

Name: Graduation Year:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

E-mail: Phone #:

Update Your Alumni Profile

Help Us Find Our Lost Brothers!
Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Email:

Cell Phone:

You can also send by email, a copy of your contact information to jonlueth@gmail.com

Join The 1921 Club Now

q  $19.21  q $119.21  q $192.10 q $1,921.00

Other:  I hereby contribute $
Print Name

Mailing Address:

City State Zip

Cell Phone E-mail

I accept the invitation to join the 1921 Club to help support the Iowa Delta chapter house:

Please make check payable to: Iowa Delta Alumni Association and mail to: PO Box 12, Waukee, Iowa 50263-0012
For more information call or email Pete Petersen at (515) 987- 4424 or dlpete2@aol.com

Date

50 Years Of Brotherhood: 2018-19
We want to recognize the 50th celebration 
of the Initiation into Iowa Delta ΣΑΕ. The 
following gentlemen will be recognized and 
honored during the Spring Drake Relays at 
the Iowa Delta ΣΑΕ annual event.

I have recognized as I have tried to 
reconnect with my classmates that time has 
allowed us to disconnect. I hope that many 
of you will be able to attend the Relays.

I have included emails that I know are 
good emails, please feel free to reconnect 
with anyone & share some memories. If 
any of you have email, addresses, or phone 
numbers please email me that information.

I remember living in the Blue Room for 
two years with Ken Vegors, Buddy Swift, 
Jamie Wade, Jack Hatch,&  Bob Tucker. 
Also. the  Middle Barn with John Green. 
Lots of chuckles & good memories.

Finally, I am very sad to remember or learn 
of the death of five of our classmates. I have 
great memories of all of them.

Name                    Badge Number Iniation Date Email Address
Robert Barnato 138480 3/2/1969
Scott Felix   138469 3/2/1969 Deceased
James Fedin 138473 3/2/1969
Jeffrey Glacken 138482 3/2/1969
Samuel Harrison 138479 3/2/1969 sharrison@linettandharrison.com
Frank Leonard        138477 3/2/1969 Deceased
Alan Marshall 138472 3/2/1969
Michael McAvoy 138481 3/2/1969
Andrew Pruitt 138474 3/2/1969 pruitt-andrew@hotmail.com
Craig Remington 138475 3/2/1969  Craig-remington@rve.com
Richard Sapp 138471 3/2/1969
Hugh Smith 138470 3/2/1969
Kendall Smith 138478 3/2/1969 KendallBarnesSmith@gmail.com
Bernard Swift 138476 3/2/1969 bswift@texas.medcinic.com
Kenneth Vegors 138468 3/2/1969 kjvegors@msn.com
Timothy Celeste 140440 9/6/1969
Thomas Erickson 140439 9/6/1969
John Hatch 140436 9/6/1969
Mark Oppedahl 140434 9/6/1969
Constatine Vegger 140441 9/6/1969
Jamie Wade 14035 9/6/1969 Deceased
Robert Tucker Deceased

Submitted by Ken Smith ‘72

A BIG THANK YOU –
RETIRING HEATING/AC LOAN
The Iowa Delta House Corporation and the Alumni Association would like to thank and recognize the following 18 Brothers for donating 
the $11,470 that allowed us to retire the heating/air conditioning financial note, that we had been paying off the last several years.  Dean 
Brooks and Pete Petersen spearheaded this fund drive in January.  Those Brothers who participated and who we sincerely thank for their 
contributions were:  Craig Remington, Cal Wise, Ken Kauffman, Dean Brooks, Bob Sapp, Pete Petersen, John McDonald, Doug Dick, Bob 
Luxen, John Richards, Ted Gorman, Buddy Swift, Evan Hopkey, Ken Smith, Rich Scott, Slick Van Slyke, H. Steven Pojman, and Doug Coats.

Pete Petersen  ‘72  
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1921 Club

Please Join 
the 1921 Club 
for 2019
The Iowa Delta Alumni Association and 
House Corporation would like to THANK 
the following Brothers for having joined 
and becoming members of the 2018 1921 
Club.  This past year, 1921 Club funds were 
used for suite and room repairs, security 
system maintenance, heating/ac repairs, 
the Newsletter, and recruitment training.  
Future funds will be used towards replacing 
the flooring in the “dining room”, and 
replacing windows, restoring wall lights, and 
repairing woodwork in the living room.

As stated above, your 1921 Club 
membership also helps cover the cost 
of this Newsletter.  We are going to try 
to move to an electronic format for the 
Newsletter, in the near future, so that we 
can reduce our overall costs, but we will 
still need to print and mail a number of 
them.  WE REALLY DO NEED YOUR 
CURRENT EMAIL ADDRESSES 
AND WE NEED YOUR NEW EMAIL 
ADDRESSES AS YOU CHANGE 
THEM, SO YOU DON’T MISS OUT 
ON FUTURE NEWSLETTERS AND 
CORRESPONDENCE.  1921 Club 
support is our only means of income to pay 
our Newsletter expenses.

The 1921 Club enables us to stay on top of 
improvements each year and pay for them 
as we go.  Your annual support is greatly 
appreciated.  You can join the 1921 Club 
for 2019 by completing the form in this 
Newsletter and returning it to:  Iowa Delta 
Alumni Association, PO Box 12, Waukee, 
Iowa 50263.

1921 Club Roster 2018
Blaine Briggs ’45 Mike Mason ’68 Phil Berger ‘75

Steven Thorpe ‘80 Thomas Pronk ’69 Ted Gorman ‘76
Mike Higgins ‘78 Doug Lang ’69 John Richards ‘76

Phil Dorweiller ’50 Ken Smith ‘72 Jeff Holz ‘78
Richard Scott ’50 Bob Rosulek ’70 Robert Harmon ‘64

Jon Lueth ‘17 Dean Brooks ’71 David Arendt ‘78
Larry Crist ’54 Doug Dick ‘73 Gary Medd ‘68

Pete Johnson ’56 Craig Remington ’72 Ron Mountsier ‘79
Bruce Brundage ’57 Pete Petersen ’72 Allan Sorensen ‘61

Tom Fell ‘85 Buddy Swift ’72 Travis Sutton ‘85
Ken Kauffman ’60 William Greulich ’73 Gary Macek ‘65

Cal Wise ’60 Tom Logan ’73 Wayne Dailey ‘57
Slick Van Slyke ’61 Jim Niemants ’73 Bob Sapp ‘75

Robert Sutte ’62 Mike Peterson ’75 Paul Finney ‘58
Todd Bolen ’62 Chip Webster ‘69 Sam Painovich ‘88

Rich McCabe ’62 John McDonald ’73 Jon Lueken ‘92
Robert Hopson ’64 Robert Luxen ’73 Evan Hopkey ‘15

H. Steven Pojman ’63 Ray Riha ’78 Don Baird ’68
Capt. David Drenckpohl ’60 Larry Furman ’87 Jay Moeller ‘48

Todd Blodgett ’83 Mark Roby ’78 Darrell Bauman ’70
Stephen Fitzsimonds ’86 Stanley Brandenburg ’54 Howard Genrich ’49

Richard Davidson ’81 Jamie Bergkamp ‘91

Oct 7, 2018 Members of the Chapter attend another Alumni Fireside Chat with their guest speaker, 
Brother Todd Blodgett '83. The Alumni Association started the new Fireside Chat program in 2017. 
We try to have the event two times each semester so the undergraduates get to know some of their 
Alumni and hear what being a member of Iowa Delta was like in the past.

Important 
Future Dates 
for ΣAE and 
Iowa Delta
We have a few things happening 
in our future and it is never to 
early to plan for attending these 
events:

June 20-22, 2019 is the 
next biennial SAE National 
Convention in Louisville KY. 
The significance of this 163rd 
Anniversary Convention will be 
the election of our Iowa Delta 
Brother, Judge Greg Brandt ’84, 
to become the next Eminent 
Supreme Archon of our 
Fraternity. Several Iowa Delta 
Alumni our making plans to 
attend this celebration.

Two years from now, the 
year 2021 holds two very 
important events for Iowa 
Delta in Des Moines!

Feb 5, 2021 we will all celebrate 
the 100th anniversary of our 
Iowa Delta Chapter being a 
part of Sigma Alpha Epsilon. 
Our founding date falls on a 
Friday in 2021 and our Alumni 
Association is going to be 
planning a 100th anniversary 
weekend celebration Feb 5-7, 
2021 for all Iowa Delta Alumni 
to attend. It is never too early 
to mark these dates in your 
calendar and plan to come back 
for the biggest reunion in Iowa 
Delta’s history!

We are looking for Brother’s 

who would like to volunteer 
their time to be on the planning 
and steering committee for our 
100th anniversary event.

Summer 2021 The Supreme 
Council has selected Des 
Moines as the site to host the 
SAE National Convention. We 
are excited for this opportunity 
to welcome our SAE Brothers 
from across our entire realm 
to Iowa Delta’s home city. Our 
Alumni, along with many other 
SAE Alumni in the Des Moines 
area, will be an integral part of 
the host committee.

News & Notes

ACTIVE CHAPTER 
ROOM REMODELED
By Travis Sutton ‘85

The Alumni Association announced a fundraising campaign 
at Relays in 2018 to raise the funds needed to restore the Active 
Chapter Meeting Room in the basement to its original glory. The 
undergraduate chapter had asked us to make the room usable again 
for their weekly meetings. The room had not been usable for several 
years and was deteriorating very badly.

At our annual Relays Reception on Friday evening we kicked off the 
fundraiser receiving 12 pledges and donations that night. Over the 
next month we emailed several small groups of Alumni primarily 
from the 1980’s and early 1990’s thanks to several Brother’s 

forwarding the message on to classmates they were in touch with 
through email. By the end of May we had received 65 donations 
totaling $27,443.70. This amount of donations allowed us to start 
the project immediately and finish by the beginning of September.

The newly remodeled Active Chapter Room is a prominent 
highlight to our Chapter House once again. The new walls and 
bench seating are finished in Maple. The floor had the old tile 
removed and now is an epoxy floor. New LED recessed lighting 
was installed. The entrance to the room is a finished hallway that 
extends out from the old doorway past the old storage “pledge” 
closet under the steps.

I want to thank all 65 Brothers who sent in donations for this 
project. The majority of our donations were in the amount of 
$192.10. In addition, I would like to recognize a few Brothers who 
stepped up and gave larger donations. Those gifting $1,000.00 each 

were: Mike Mason ’68, Doug Lang 
’69, Justin Johnson ’85, Ted Engel ’87, 
Mark Anthony ’87, Dan Kroc ’88 and 
Tim Bianco ’89.

The most significant gifts were 
from Brothers who issued matching 
challenge gifts. The first challenge 
came from Brother Bob Perrye ’85 
who gave $5,000.00 offering to 
match the first 25 Brothers to give at 
least $192.10. Bob’s challenge then 
inspired two more Brothers, Charles 
Friedman ’87 and Chris Kapsalis ’91, 
to each issue a matching challenge gift 
of $1,921.00 to get ten more Brothers 
to give $192.10 each. Without these 
challenges and Brother Bob Perrye’s 
initial kickstart challenge we could 
not have reached our goal. 



Richard G. Davidson (Dick), was born 
and raised in Clarinda, Iowa. Both of his 
parents attended Drake University. He 
followed in their footsteps, starting classes 
at Drake in 1947 where he pledged ∑AE. 
After graduating from undergrad in 1951, 

he took a year off of Law School to serve 
in the Korean conflict and returned to 
Des Moines for his final year, graduating 
in 1954. Shortly after, he moved back 
to his hometown with his wife Jolly 
Anne Horton, who also graduated from 
Drake. He practiced law for three and a 
half decades, including serving as Page 
County Attorney for a number of years 
in the 1960’s. Dick and Jolly have three 
children, have been happily married 
for 66 years, and continue to reside in 
Clarinda.  
 
Richard H. Davidson (Dick), was 
born and raised in Clarinda, Iowa.  

He attended Drake University where he 
earned a Bachelor’s Degree in 1981 and a 
Juris Doctorate in 1984. He then moved to 
Washington D.C. where he served as a Trial 
Attorney for the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission until May 1986. In June of 
1986, he joined the D.C. law firm Wright and 
Talisman. In 1991, he returned to Clarinda 
and practiced law with Bailey and Davidson, 
later known as Davidson Law Firm and also 
served as Page County Attorney. Dick was 
appointed by Governor Culver as a District 
Court Judge in 2009 and continues to serve 
Iowa’s Fourth Judicial District. He and his 
wife Jayne have three children. 

John R. Davidson ( Jack), was born and 
raised in Clarinda, Iowa. He attended Drake 
University where he double majored in 
theatre and writing. After graduating with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in 2017, Jack chose to stay 
in Des Moines working as a server, babysitter, 
and freelance writer. He currently lives with 
Joe Fahey and Mark Kelly.
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Reconnect with a True Gentleman…

ΣAE’s Next 
Eminent 
Supreme Archon
Greg Brandt pledged Iowa Delta at Drake 
University in the fall of 1983 and was 
initiated in the spring of 1984. As a pledge, 
he was elected Eminent Deputy Archon 
for the chapter. Greg said that his fondest 
memories were living in the Exec room and 
the conversations and arguments that took 
place during meals at the house. He laughs 
when he thinks about all the debates about 
whether we should have two or three kegs on 
tap each week.

Brandt earned a bachelor’s degree in business 
administration with majors in accounting 
and corporate finance. After graduation, 
Brandt attended Drake University Law 
School and was elected Student Body 
President. After law school, he served as 
a judicial law clerk for the 8th Judicial 
District for the State of Iowa. Brandt was an 
Assistant Polk County Attorney specializing 
in the area of drug and gang prosecution.  
 

In 1995, he went into private practice in a 
general-litigation law firm and, three years 
later, was appointed as a District Associate 
Judge for the Fifth Judicial District of the 
State of Iowa, where he serves today. At 
the time, Brandt was the youngest District 
Associate Judge in the state. 

He is past Province Tau Archon, a position 
he held from 1999-2007. Brandt was the 
Chairman of the Council of Province 
Archons from 2001-2003. He has 
served on the Permanent Committee on 
Fraternity Laws for many years and as the 
chairman of the Convention Committee 
on Fraternity Laws twice. Brandt has 
served on faculty for the John O. Moseley 
and many province Leadership Schools. 
Furthermore, he has been Chapter Advisor 
for Iowa Delta for many years and has held 
several positions on the Iowa Delta Alumni 
Association and house corporation boards.  
 
At the 2007 Convention in Washington 
D.C., Brandt was elected as a director for the 
Financial & Housing Corporation, which is 
one of the three governing boards of SAE, 
where he served as the secretary for two-and-
a-half years.

In 2011, at the 153rd Anniversary 
Convention in Memphis, Tennessee, Greg 
was elected to the Supreme Council of the 
Fraternity as Eminent Supreme Chronicler. 
He has advanced through the chairs since 
that time and currently serves as the Eminent 
Supreme Deputy Archon.
This summer at the 163rd Anniversary 
Convention, in Louisville, Kentucky, Greg 
will stand for election as the Fraternities 
Eminent Supreme Archon. If elected Brandt 
would be the third brother from Iowa Delta 
to serve as Eminent Supreme Archon. 
Roy Miller served in that capacity from 
1967 through 1969 and Dr. Louis Smith 
was Eminent Supreme Archon from 1977 
through 1979.

Greg is a two-time recipient of the Order of 
the Lion and has received both the Order 
of Minerva and the Merit Key Awards. In 
addition, Brandt was named an Outstanding 
Chapter Advisor and Outstanding Province 
Archon. Brandt is a Bunting Society Member 
of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon Foundation. 

He lives in Des Moines, Iowa, with his wife, 
Julie, and their two children: Nick and Katie.

Iowa Delta Introduces ΣΑΕ 
Executive Forum Series
One of the best ways to learn about a specific topic is to listen 
to the experts.  That’s exactly the premise behind the new ΣΑΕ 
Executive Forum Series, which will feature two successful 
executives who are alsoΣΑΕ alums.

During a 60 minute Q & A format, our current students and 
alums will have the opportunity to ask our guest executives a 
variety of questions related to their career success, such as:

• Who and what most influenced your career?
• What role did mentors play in helping shape your career 

path?
• How did your experience as a member of ΣΑΕ contribute to 

your ultimate career success?
• Looking back, what might be some things you would do 

differently as a Drake student?  As an employee?
• As an executive of your company, what most caught your eye 

when interfacing with newly hired college graduates?
• What is the best piece of career advice you would give 

college students?
• How did you balance work and personal demands?
• How did you work effectively with difficult managers?
• What was your management style and how did you motivate 

employees to excel?
• How did you keep on top of an ever changing business 

environment, including technology advances?

The ΣΑΕ Executive Forum Series was held in both the fall and 
spring semesters.  The first forum was held on Tuesday, October 
30, 2018 in Harvey Ingham 0135 from 7:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
and featured:

• Jim Noyce – Drake University; BN’78; Actuarial Science & 
Accounting CEO, FBL Financial Group

• Jim Wallace – Drake University; BN’77; Actuarial Science 
& Accounting  Chairman/President/CEO, GuideOne 
Insurance

The 2019 forum (Date TBD) will feature:

• Steve Chapman – Drake University; BN’73; Marketing & 
Economics CEO, ITA Group CEO, Ruan Transportation 
Management Systems Inc.

• Steve Lacy – Kansas State University; BN’76; Accounting 
& MBA Executive Chairman, Meredith Corporation

We’re very excited to introduce the ΣΑΕ Executive Forum 
Series and believe our students will benefit tremendously from 
the shared experiences of seasoned executives.  Not only will 
this format help our students more effectively chart and navigate 
their career paths, but it will help differentiate Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon as the most valued fraternity on campus.

As we want the ΣΑΕ Executive Forum Series to be both 
successful and sustainable, it will be important that our students 
and alums enthusiastically support the program.  One thing we 
can all do is suggest successful ΣΑΕ alums who can impart great 
wisdom and advice as guest speakers.  If you have individuals to 
recommend, please contact Mike Peterson at mpeterson303@
mchsi.com or 515-326-2584.  Together, I know we can make 
the ΣΑΕ Executive Forum Series an incredibly valuable and 
memorable experience for our brothers.

Thanks in advance for your involvement and support!

Phi Alpha!

Mike Peterson- LA’75

Social Events

2019 ΣΑΕ Alumni Drake 
Relays Weekend Events
By Travis Sutton, President  IADE Alumni Association 

Brother’s should all be making plans to attend Relays 2019 and 
take part in our annual Iowa Delta Alumni Reunion. This year 
our Alumni Association will be hosting our traditional ΣΑΕ 
Reception at the Chapter House on Friday evening. We hope 
many of you can join us for a great night of brotherhood. 
The best time to stop by the Chapter House for a tour and to see 
the remodeled active chapter meeting room would be on Friday 
evening during the reception from 6:00-9:00pm.

Friday April 26th:
6:00pm-9:00pm – ΣΑΕ Social Reception at 1235 34th Street.  
Attend our annual reception this year with pizza, beverages and a 
cash bar.

The program will include reports from your Alumni Association 
and Undergraduate Chapter. We will recognize Brothers with the 
awarding of 50-year membership certificates for those initiated 
in 1969.  Please RSVP by sending in the enclosed form and 
payment in advance.

For those avid Track and Field fans you may obtain Drake Relays 
tickets on an individual basis. Contact the Drake ticket office to 
order by phone (515) 271-3647 or online at www.draketix.com/
drakerelays.

If you have questions about Iowa Delta Relays events you can 
email or call Alumni Association President – Travis Sutton at 
travisphoto85@gmail.com  or cell (515) 988-8728.
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The Davidson 
Family Legacy       
    
 
By Jack Davidson 

“We’ll be there in five,” said my 
dad on the other side of the phone. 
“Hope we’re not too late.” As I 
headed for the suite door, I caught 
Jon Lueth struggling with his tie and 
Alex Calpino furiously scrubbing 
dirty dishes with two ridiculously 
large purple gloves. “You’ll be fine,” I 
pronounced. “What are they gonna 
do? Not let the Dick Davidsons in?” 

A couple of minutes later I stood in 
the driveway of 1235 34th street. 
The sun hung low in the sky as a 
cool breeze came from the west. 
The chatter of excited alums and 
welcoming actives made its way 
from the open door of the house. 
It would only get louder from here 
on out, for more and more Iowa 
Delta alumni would trickle into the 
best house on Greek Street. Stories 
would be told. Memories would 
be shared. Cocktails would be 
finished. As I waited for my parent’s 
Suburban, carrying two of the three 
men that make up the Davidson 
Triple Legacy, I started thinking 
about my memories of my chapter 
and how they complemented those 
of my father and grandfather.

I thought about their experiences 
with rushing, Relays, and pledge 
missions. About how Grandpa 
pinned Grandma at a serenade 
before a kiss. I smiled as my 
grandma’s voice entered my head, 

“The ∑AE parties were always the 
best.” There was a barn party with 
live animals, and the Hawaiian 
party, always the coolest theme of 
the year. Imagine filling the solarium 
with sand and installing a pond, 
three feet deep, with a swinging 
bridge, in the front yard, every year 
before dead week. “What a good 
way to relieve some stress before 
finals,” I thought to myself.

After my first semester of college 
was in the books, I told my dad 
that I thought I had the closest 
connection with the senior class. “Is 
that weird, do you think?” I asked. 
He didn’t find it was strange at all, 
in fact, he agreed with me. “When I 
was a freshman we had a great senior 
class. Big class. Solid class. Guys 
like Dave Arendt, Bruce Foster, Jim 
Noyce, and Michael Higgins, the 
son of Tom Higgins, a classmate of 
my father’s. But yeah, just a great 
group of guys.” Scott Neeley, Ken 
Christy, and Jeffery Kraft popped 
into my mind, three seniors that left 
a huge impact on me. It was then 
that I realized my dad and grandpa 
probably chose Sigma Alpha Epsilon 
for the same reasons I did. Great 
friends, great traditions, great 
parties. “Some things never change,” 
I thought as the car pulled up to the 
steps.

After helping my grandma and 
grandpa up the stairs of the front 
porch, I headed to the bar to bring 
drinks back to my family. When 
I returned, Mark, Julie, and Ben 
Strickland had found our clan. “Can 
you believe Ben’s a senior?” my mom 
asked. “Doesn’t seem possible,” said 
Mark. “I honestly don’t know how 

I did it,” piped Ben. “Too many late 
night study sessions?” asked my dad. 
“Sure, we’ll go with that,” replied 
Ben. As the two families shared a 
laugh, I took in the scene. It was 
remarkable that I had gone to school 
not only with Ben but also Andrew 
Shawd, both of whose fathers were 
classmates of my dad’s. 

“Keep an eye out for a Strickland 
and a Shawd,” my dad told me the 
day of rush my freshman year. Sure 
enough, later that night the first two 
people I met on the house tour were 
Ben and Andrew. “My dad knows 
your-” I was cut off by both of them 
in unison. “Oh, we know.” 

My eyes wandered around the room 
as I thought about all the things 
that had happened in this single 
house stretching over decades and 
decades. All three members of the 
Davidson Legacy were required 
to learn pledge knowledge, the 
history of Sigma Alpha Epsilon and 
especially Iowa Delta. All three of 
us were lined up and quizzed over 
the facts of our pledge brothers; 
names of parents, siblings, and 
hometowns. Sometimes we’d have 
other tasks too. My grandpa recalls 
running down the stairs, landing 
on one foot, and reciting the lines 
of a poem. There stands on mount 
Minerva, a weather-beaten oak-- 
ork… something like that. 

Dad talked about a long list of 
friends that were in his class, 
including Kent Stephens, Scott 
Pitman, John Kohnke, Sherm Fields, 
John Keller, and Bruce Reed.
Grandpa felt right at home on his 
bid day with the company of Tom 

Higgins, Larry Crist, Wendell 
Crist, and Lou Smith. He lived 
in The Barn and never missed an 
opportunity to reminisce about his 
living situation in college. “We liked 
the barn. No one else on campus 
understood why, but we enjoyed 
it, Bob Ray, Bob Hedges, and I,” 
Grandpa stated. “Well The Barn 
was still there when I was at Drake,” 
replied my dad, “but I lived in the 
house. We had the Chi-O Room, 
the R&T Room, the Exec Room, 
and the Blue Room. And then I 
remember living in The Annex 
during our junior year with John 
Kohnke, Dave Wolfersberger, Scott 
Pittman, Kent Stevens, Bill Dunbar, 
Greg Schmidt, and Brian Butler. 

As the night went on, my elders 
shared tales that I had heard 
countless times before, but it didn’t 
annoy or tire me at all. Instead, it 
brought me great happiness to see 
them reminiscing with their friends 
about the past. Like how Drake was 
dominant in football every year. 
“We beat ISU,” boasted my grandpa. 
“Yup,” said my dad. “And Colorado 
three years in a row!” While on the 
topic of football my dad told a tale 
of how the pledges would kidnap 
the actives, bring them onto a bus, 
and drive all the way to Madison or 
Champaign for a Big Ten football 
game. “Kidnap? You’d kidnap 
them?” I questioned. “Oh, they 
wanted to go. That was the point. 
If the pledges didn’t do it, they’d 
kidnap themselves.”  

“And intramurals! We were always 
very good at intramurals,” said 
my grandpa. “Us too!” added 
Dad. “We were so successful 
because of Scott Ivins. He signed 

us up for everything! Wrestling. 
Handball. Badminton. But when 
he was in charge, we won.” I tried 
to remember our chapter’s current 
record in football, but it didn’t 
come. “I know that Derek Manion 
yells and breaks clipboards on the 
sideline as a distraction.” My mind 
raced to other activities. “We won 
Sweetheart Sing this year with the 
help of Austin Garner and Colin 
Piscitello. Man those Piscitello 
dance moves,” I said shaking my 
head. 

“Randy Herbts would always direct 
our Sweetheart Sing,” said Dad. “He 
even taught us how to do the soft 
shoe. And then Dave Wolfersberger 
took over when Randy graduated.” 
My grandpa chimed in, almost 
overlapping, “We won three years in 
a row with Russ Saunders and Jack 
Carlson. I think they both played 
the organ.”

There were conversations about 
Homecoming floats, exchanges 
with sororities, memories of Dad’s 
pledge dad, John Rundquist, and 
three pledge sons, Kent Foster, John 
Karlson, and Paul Scott. There was 
even a story about an annual event 
in which the guys would back a 
pickup into the yard, cover it with 
snow designing it to look like a 
lion, to use it as a base when having 
snowball fights with SigEp.

I took another drink from my gin 
and tonic. I thought back to my 
discussion I had with my dad during 
my first winter break. “We were 
close with the seniors, but to tell 
you the truth we were close with 
everyone. We felt like one unit. 
We all had each other’s backs. And 

although I don’t talk to all of those 
people regularly, I still consider 
them the closest friends I’ve ever 
made.”

“That’s what ∑AE gives you,” 
I thought to myself. “Lifelong 
friends.”    

I looked to the left. Then to the 
right. I walked to the porch, 
through the bridge room, and into 
the new house. Everywhere I went I 
found lifelong friends bonding with 
lifelong friends. I circled back to the 
solarium, where my grandpa and 
dad were finishing their last stories 
of the night. I quietly rejoined the 
group and gladly soaked it all in. 
These two men had raised me to 
be a True Gentleman before I even 
walked onto Sigma Alpha Epsilon’s 
porch. And for that, I’ll never be 
able to thank them enough.  

This thing I share with my father 
and grandfather is truly special. 

Something that transcends 
generations of Iowa Delta history.

Something that has affected dozens 
of brothers through the years.

Something as beautiful as violets, 
and a strong as Minerva’s shield.

A Legacy.
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Richard G. Davidson (Dick), was born 
and raised in Clarinda, Iowa. Both of his 
parents attended Drake University. He 
followed in their footsteps, starting classes 
at Drake in 1947 where he pledged ∑AE. 
After graduating from undergrad in 1951, 

he took a year off of Law School to serve 
in the Korean conflict and returned to 
Des Moines for his final year, graduating 
in 1954. Shortly after, he moved back 
to his hometown with his wife Jolly 
Anne Horton, who also graduated from 
Drake. He practiced law for three and a 
half decades, including serving as Page 
County Attorney for a number of years 
in the 1960’s. Dick and Jolly have three 
children, have been happily married 
for 66 years, and continue to reside in 
Clarinda.  
 
Richard H. Davidson (Dick), was 
born and raised in Clarinda, Iowa.  

He attended Drake University where he 
earned a Bachelor’s Degree in 1981 and a 
Juris Doctorate in 1984. He then moved to 
Washington D.C. where he served as a Trial 
Attorney for the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission until May 1986. In June of 
1986, he joined the D.C. law firm Wright and 
Talisman. In 1991, he returned to Clarinda 
and practiced law with Bailey and Davidson, 
later known as Davidson Law Firm and also 
served as Page County Attorney. Dick was 
appointed by Governor Culver as a District 
Court Judge in 2009 and continues to serve 
Iowa’s Fourth Judicial District. He and his 
wife Jayne have three children. 

John R. Davidson ( Jack), was born and 
raised in Clarinda, Iowa. He attended Drake 
University where he double majored in 
theatre and writing. After graduating with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in 2017, Jack chose to stay 
in Des Moines working as a server, babysitter, 
and freelance writer. He currently lives with 
Joe Fahey and Mark Kelly.
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Reconnect with a True Gentleman…

ΣAE’s Next 
Eminent 
Supreme Archon
Greg Brandt pledged Iowa Delta at Drake 
University in the fall of 1983 and was 
initiated in the spring of 1984. As a pledge, 
he was elected Eminent Deputy Archon 
for the chapter. Greg said that his fondest 
memories were living in the Exec room and 
the conversations and arguments that took 
place during meals at the house. He laughs 
when he thinks about all the debates about 
whether we should have two or three kegs on 
tap each week.

Brandt earned a bachelor’s degree in business 
administration with majors in accounting 
and corporate finance. After graduation, 
Brandt attended Drake University Law 
School and was elected Student Body 
President. After law school, he served as 
a judicial law clerk for the 8th Judicial 
District for the State of Iowa. Brandt was an 
Assistant Polk County Attorney specializing 
in the area of drug and gang prosecution.  
 

In 1995, he went into private practice in a 
general-litigation law firm and, three years 
later, was appointed as a District Associate 
Judge for the Fifth Judicial District of the 
State of Iowa, where he serves today. At 
the time, Brandt was the youngest District 
Associate Judge in the state. 

He is past Province Tau Archon, a position 
he held from 1999-2007. Brandt was the 
Chairman of the Council of Province 
Archons from 2001-2003. He has 
served on the Permanent Committee on 
Fraternity Laws for many years and as the 
chairman of the Convention Committee 
on Fraternity Laws twice. Brandt has 
served on faculty for the John O. Moseley 
and many province Leadership Schools. 
Furthermore, he has been Chapter Advisor 
for Iowa Delta for many years and has held 
several positions on the Iowa Delta Alumni 
Association and house corporation boards.  
 
At the 2007 Convention in Washington 
D.C., Brandt was elected as a director for the 
Financial & Housing Corporation, which is 
one of the three governing boards of SAE, 
where he served as the secretary for two-and-
a-half years.

In 2011, at the 153rd Anniversary 
Convention in Memphis, Tennessee, Greg 
was elected to the Supreme Council of the 
Fraternity as Eminent Supreme Chronicler. 
He has advanced through the chairs since 
that time and currently serves as the Eminent 
Supreme Deputy Archon.
This summer at the 163rd Anniversary 
Convention, in Louisville, Kentucky, Greg 
will stand for election as the Fraternities 
Eminent Supreme Archon. If elected Brandt 
would be the third brother from Iowa Delta 
to serve as Eminent Supreme Archon. 
Roy Miller served in that capacity from 
1967 through 1969 and Dr. Louis Smith 
was Eminent Supreme Archon from 1977 
through 1979.

Greg is a two-time recipient of the Order of 
the Lion and has received both the Order 
of Minerva and the Merit Key Awards. In 
addition, Brandt was named an Outstanding 
Chapter Advisor and Outstanding Province 
Archon. Brandt is a Bunting Society Member 
of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon Foundation. 

He lives in Des Moines, Iowa, with his wife, 
Julie, and their two children: Nick and Katie.

Iowa Delta Introduces ΣΑΕ 
Executive Forum Series
One of the best ways to learn about a specific topic is to listen 
to the experts.  That’s exactly the premise behind the new ΣΑΕ 
Executive Forum Series, which will feature two successful 
executives who are alsoΣΑΕ alums.

During a 60 minute Q & A format, our current students and 
alums will have the opportunity to ask our guest executives a 
variety of questions related to their career success, such as:

• Who and what most influenced your career?
• What role did mentors play in helping shape your career 

path?
• How did your experience as a member of ΣΑΕ contribute to 

your ultimate career success?
• Looking back, what might be some things you would do 

differently as a Drake student?  As an employee?
• As an executive of your company, what most caught your eye 

when interfacing with newly hired college graduates?
• What is the best piece of career advice you would give 

college students?
• How did you balance work and personal demands?
• How did you work effectively with difficult managers?
• What was your management style and how did you motivate 

employees to excel?
• How did you keep on top of an ever changing business 

environment, including technology advances?

The ΣΑΕ Executive Forum Series was held in both the fall and 
spring semesters.  The first forum was held on Tuesday, October 
30, 2018 in Harvey Ingham 0135 from 7:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
and featured:

• Jim Noyce – Drake University; BN’78; Actuarial Science & 
Accounting CEO, FBL Financial Group

• Jim Wallace – Drake University; BN’77; Actuarial Science 
& Accounting  Chairman/President/CEO, GuideOne 
Insurance

The 2019 forum (Date TBD) will feature:

• Steve Chapman – Drake University; BN’73; Marketing & 
Economics CEO, ITA Group CEO, Ruan Transportation 
Management Systems Inc.

• Steve Lacy – Kansas State University; BN’76; Accounting 
& MBA Executive Chairman, Meredith Corporation

We’re very excited to introduce the ΣΑΕ Executive Forum 
Series and believe our students will benefit tremendously from 
the shared experiences of seasoned executives.  Not only will 
this format help our students more effectively chart and navigate 
their career paths, but it will help differentiate Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon as the most valued fraternity on campus.

As we want the ΣΑΕ Executive Forum Series to be both 
successful and sustainable, it will be important that our students 
and alums enthusiastically support the program.  One thing we 
can all do is suggest successful ΣΑΕ alums who can impart great 
wisdom and advice as guest speakers.  If you have individuals to 
recommend, please contact Mike Peterson at mpeterson303@
mchsi.com or 515-326-2584.  Together, I know we can make 
the ΣΑΕ Executive Forum Series an incredibly valuable and 
memorable experience for our brothers.

Thanks in advance for your involvement and support!

Phi Alpha!

Mike Peterson- LA’75

Social Events

2019 ΣΑΕ Alumni Drake 
Relays Weekend Events
By Travis Sutton, President  IADE Alumni Association 

Brother’s should all be making plans to attend Relays 2019 and 
take part in our annual Iowa Delta Alumni Reunion. This year 
our Alumni Association will be hosting our traditional ΣΑΕ 
Reception at the Chapter House on Friday evening. We hope 
many of you can join us for a great night of brotherhood. 
The best time to stop by the Chapter House for a tour and to see 
the remodeled active chapter meeting room would be on Friday 
evening during the reception from 6:00-9:00pm.

Friday April 26th:
6:00pm-9:00pm – ΣΑΕ Social Reception at 1235 34th Street.  
Attend our annual reception this year with pizza, beverages and a 
cash bar.

The program will include reports from your Alumni Association 
and Undergraduate Chapter. We will recognize Brothers with the 
awarding of 50-year membership certificates for those initiated 
in 1969.  Please RSVP by sending in the enclosed form and 
payment in advance.

For those avid Track and Field fans you may obtain Drake Relays 
tickets on an individual basis. Contact the Drake ticket office to 
order by phone (515) 271-3647 or online at www.draketix.com/
drakerelays.

If you have questions about Iowa Delta Relays events you can 
email or call Alumni Association President – Travis Sutton at 
travisphoto85@gmail.com  or cell (515) 988-8728.
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1921 Club

Please Join 
the 1921 Club 
for 2019
The Iowa Delta Alumni Association and 
House Corporation would like to THANK 
the following Brothers for having joined 
and becoming members of the 2018 1921 
Club.  This past year, 1921 Club funds were 
used for suite and room repairs, security 
system maintenance, heating/ac repairs, 
the Newsletter, and recruitment training.  
Future funds will be used towards replacing 
the flooring in the “dining room”, and 
replacing windows, restoring wall lights, and 
repairing woodwork in the living room.

As stated above, your 1921 Club 
membership also helps cover the cost 
of this Newsletter.  We are going to try 
to move to an electronic format for the 
Newsletter, in the near future, so that we 
can reduce our overall costs, but we will 
still need to print and mail a number of 
them.  WE REALLY DO NEED YOUR 
CURRENT EMAIL ADDRESSES 
AND WE NEED YOUR NEW EMAIL 
ADDRESSES AS YOU CHANGE 
THEM, SO YOU DON’T MISS OUT 
ON FUTURE NEWSLETTERS AND 
CORRESPONDENCE.  1921 Club 
support is our only means of income to pay 
our Newsletter expenses.

The 1921 Club enables us to stay on top of 
improvements each year and pay for them 
as we go.  Your annual support is greatly 
appreciated.  You can join the 1921 Club 
for 2019 by completing the form in this 
Newsletter and returning it to:  Iowa Delta 
Alumni Association, PO Box 12, Waukee, 
Iowa 50263.

1921 Club Roster 2018
Blaine Briggs ’45 Mike Mason ’68 Phil Berger ‘75

Steven Thorpe ‘80 Thomas Pronk ’69 Ted Gorman ‘76
Mike Higgins ‘78 Doug Lang ’69 John Richards ‘76

Phil Dorweiller ’50 Ken Smith ‘72 Jeff Holz ‘78
Richard Scott ’50 Bob Rosulek ’70 Robert Harmon ‘64

Jon Lueth ‘17 Dean Brooks ’71 David Arendt ‘78
Larry Crist ’54 Doug Dick ‘73 Gary Medd ‘68

Pete Johnson ’56 Craig Remington ’72 Ron Mountsier ‘79
Bruce Brundage ’57 Pete Petersen ’72 Allan Sorensen ‘61

Tom Fell ‘85 Buddy Swift ’72 Travis Sutton ‘85
Ken Kauffman ’60 William Greulich ’73 Gary Macek ‘65

Cal Wise ’60 Tom Logan ’73 Wayne Dailey ‘57
Slick Van Slyke ’61 Jim Niemants ’73 Bob Sapp ‘75

Robert Sutte ’62 Mike Peterson ’75 Paul Finney ‘58
Todd Bolen ’62 Chip Webster ‘69 Sam Painovich ‘88

Rich McCabe ’62 John McDonald ’73 Jon Lueken ‘92
Robert Hopson ’64 Robert Luxen ’73 Evan Hopkey ‘15

H. Steven Pojman ’63 Ray Riha ’78 Don Baird ’68
Capt. David Drenckpohl ’60 Larry Furman ’87 Jay Moeller ‘48

Todd Blodgett ’83 Mark Roby ’78 Darrell Bauman ’70
Stephen Fitzsimonds ’86 Stanley Brandenburg ’54 Howard Genrich ’49

Richard Davidson ’81 Jamie Bergkamp ‘91

Oct 7, 2018 Members of the Chapter attend another Alumni Fireside Chat with their guest speaker, 
Brother Todd Blodgett '83. The Alumni Association started the new Fireside Chat program in 2017. 
We try to have the event two times each semester so the undergraduates get to know some of their 
Alumni and hear what being a member of Iowa Delta was like in the past.

Important 
Future Dates 
for ΣAE and 
Iowa Delta
We have a few things happening 
in our future and it is never to 
early to plan for attending these 
events:

June 20-22, 2019 is the 
next biennial SAE National 
Convention in Louisville KY. 
The significance of this 163rd 
Anniversary Convention will be 
the election of our Iowa Delta 
Brother, Judge Greg Brandt ’84, 
to become the next Eminent 
Supreme Archon of our 
Fraternity. Several Iowa Delta 
Alumni our making plans to 
attend this celebration.

Two years from now, the 
year 2021 holds two very 
important events for Iowa 
Delta in Des Moines!

Feb 5, 2021 we will all celebrate 
the 100th anniversary of our 
Iowa Delta Chapter being a 
part of Sigma Alpha Epsilon. 
Our founding date falls on a 
Friday in 2021 and our Alumni 
Association is going to be 
planning a 100th anniversary 
weekend celebration Feb 5-7, 
2021 for all Iowa Delta Alumni 
to attend. It is never too early 
to mark these dates in your 
calendar and plan to come back 
for the biggest reunion in Iowa 
Delta’s history!

We are looking for Brother’s 

who would like to volunteer 
their time to be on the planning 
and steering committee for our 
100th anniversary event.

Summer 2021 The Supreme 
Council has selected Des 
Moines as the site to host the 
SAE National Convention. We 
are excited for this opportunity 
to welcome our SAE Brothers 
from across our entire realm 
to Iowa Delta’s home city. Our 
Alumni, along with many other 
SAE Alumni in the Des Moines 
area, will be an integral part of 
the host committee.

News & Notes

ACTIVE CHAPTER 
ROOM REMODELED
By Travis Sutton ‘85

The Alumni Association announced a fundraising campaign 
at Relays in 2018 to raise the funds needed to restore the Active 
Chapter Meeting Room in the basement to its original glory. The 
undergraduate chapter had asked us to make the room usable again 
for their weekly meetings. The room had not been usable for several 
years and was deteriorating very badly.

At our annual Relays Reception on Friday evening we kicked off the 
fundraiser receiving 12 pledges and donations that night. Over the 
next month we emailed several small groups of Alumni primarily 
from the 1980’s and early 1990’s thanks to several Brother’s 

forwarding the message on to classmates they were in touch with 
through email. By the end of May we had received 65 donations 
totaling $27,443.70. This amount of donations allowed us to start 
the project immediately and finish by the beginning of September.

The newly remodeled Active Chapter Room is a prominent 
highlight to our Chapter House once again. The new walls and 
bench seating are finished in Maple. The floor had the old tile 
removed and now is an epoxy floor. New LED recessed lighting 
was installed. The entrance to the room is a finished hallway that 
extends out from the old doorway past the old storage “pledge” 
closet under the steps.

I want to thank all 65 Brothers who sent in donations for this 
project. The majority of our donations were in the amount of 
$192.10. In addition, I would like to recognize a few Brothers who 
stepped up and gave larger donations. Those gifting $1,000.00 each 

were: Mike Mason ’68, Doug Lang 
’69, Justin Johnson ’85, Ted Engel ’87, 
Mark Anthony ’87, Dan Kroc ’88 and 
Tim Bianco ’89.

The most significant gifts were 
from Brothers who issued matching 
challenge gifts. The first challenge 
came from Brother Bob Perrye ’85 
who gave $5,000.00 offering to 
match the first 25 Brothers to give at 
least $192.10. Bob’s challenge then 
inspired two more Brothers, Charles 
Friedman ’87 and Chris Kapsalis ’91, 
to each issue a matching challenge gift 
of $1,921.00 to get ten more Brothers 
to give $192.10 each. Without these 
challenges and Brother Bob Perrye’s 
initial kickstart challenge we could 
not have reached our goal. 
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News & NotesΣΑΕ Order & Donation Form

Alumni Reception at Chapter House
Date:  Friday, April 26th, 2019  Time: 6:00 – 9:00 PM

Pre-Registration

QTY: @ $50.00 / Person Pizza, Beverages
& Cash Bar Total Due $

Names of Those Attending:  Please Print First, Last Name & Graduation Yr.
1.
2.
3.

Note:  Order form must returned by Monday, April 22nd, 2019
Make Checks Payable to:  Iowa Delta Alumni Association  & Mail to: P.O. Box 12, Waukee, Iowa  50263-0012

Name: Graduation Year:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

E-mail: Phone #:

Update Your Alumni Profile

Help Us Find Our Lost Brothers!
Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Email:

Cell Phone:

You can also send by email, a copy of your contact information to jonlueth@gmail.com

Join The 1921 Club Now

q  $19.21  q $119.21  q $192.10 q $1,921.00

Other:  I hereby contribute $
Print Name

Mailing Address:

City State Zip

Cell Phone E-mail

I accept the invitation to join the 1921 Club to help support the Iowa Delta chapter house:

Please make check payable to: Iowa Delta Alumni Association and mail to: PO Box 12, Waukee, Iowa 50263-0012
For more information call or email Pete Petersen at (515) 987- 4424 or dlpete2@aol.com

Date

50 Years Of Brotherhood: 2018-19
We want to recognize the 50th celebration 
of the Initiation into Iowa Delta ΣΑΕ. The 
following gentlemen will be recognized and 
honored during the Spring Drake Relays at 
the Iowa Delta ΣΑΕ annual event.

I have recognized as I have tried to 
reconnect with my classmates that time has 
allowed us to disconnect. I hope that many 
of you will be able to attend the Relays.

I have included emails that I know are 
good emails, please feel free to reconnect 
with anyone & share some memories. If 
any of you have email, addresses, or phone 
numbers please email me that information.

I remember living in the Blue Room for 
two years with Ken Vegors, Buddy Swift, 
Jamie Wade, Jack Hatch,&  Bob Tucker. 
Also. the  Middle Barn with John Green. 
Lots of chuckles & good memories.

Finally, I am very sad to remember or learn 
of the death of five of our classmates. I have 
great memories of all of them.

Name                    Badge Number Iniation Date Email Address
Robert Barnato 138480 3/2/1969
Scott Felix   138469 3/2/1969 Deceased
James Fedin 138473 3/2/1969
Jeffrey Glacken 138482 3/2/1969
Samuel Harrison 138479 3/2/1969 sharrison@linettandharrison.com
Frank Leonard        138477 3/2/1969 Deceased
Alan Marshall 138472 3/2/1969
Michael McAvoy 138481 3/2/1969
Andrew Pruitt 138474 3/2/1969 pruitt-andrew@hotmail.com
Craig Remington 138475 3/2/1969  Craig-remington@rve.com
Richard Sapp 138471 3/2/1969
Hugh Smith 138470 3/2/1969
Kendall Smith 138478 3/2/1969 KendallBarnesSmith@gmail.com
Bernard Swift 138476 3/2/1969 bswift@texas.medcinic.com
Kenneth Vegors 138468 3/2/1969 kjvegors@msn.com
Timothy Celeste 140440 9/6/1969
Thomas Erickson 140439 9/6/1969
John Hatch 140436 9/6/1969
Mark Oppedahl 140434 9/6/1969
Constatine Vegger 140441 9/6/1969
Jamie Wade 14035 9/6/1969 Deceased
Robert Tucker Deceased

Submitted by Ken Smith ‘72

A BIG THANK YOU –
RETIRING HEATING/AC LOAN
The Iowa Delta House Corporation and the Alumni Association would like to thank and recognize the following 18 Brothers for donating 
the $11,470 that allowed us to retire the heating/air conditioning financial note, that we had been paying off the last several years.  Dean 
Brooks and Pete Petersen spearheaded this fund drive in January.  Those Brothers who participated and who we sincerely thank for their 
contributions were:  Craig Remington, Cal Wise, Ken Kauffman, Dean Brooks, Bob Sapp, Pete Petersen, John McDonald, Doug Dick, Bob 
Luxen, John Richards, Ted Gorman, Buddy Swift, Evan Hopkey, Ken Smith, Rich Scott, Slick Van Slyke, H. Steven Pojman, and Doug Coats.

Pete Petersen  ‘72  



Brother Robert D. Ray

Brother Robert D. Ray, passed away on July 8, 2018.  He was 
born on September 26, 1928. Governor Ray proudly served 
as Iowa’s 38th governor and, later in his career, as the 11th 
president of Drake University, from April 1998 to May 1999. 
He received his B.A. in business from Drake in 1952, and his 
juris doctorate from Drake Law School in 1954. 

Governor Ray had a tremendous impact on Iowa, the United 
States and the world. In similar fashion, he served his beloved 
alma mater exceptionally well. His legacy will live on, of 
course, through the great work of The Robert D. and Billie 
Ray Center.

After winning a hard-fought primary, and surviving an airplane 
crash, Ray was elected Iowa’s 38th Governor in 1968. He was 
re-elected in 1970, 1972, 1974 and 1978. Because Iowans 
appreciated his steady, open, bipartisan leadership, Ray 
became the state’s first four-term, then five-term Governor.         
 
In the late 1970’s Governor Ray became a worldwide 
leader in the humanitarian re-settlement of refugees 
from Laos, Cambodia, Thailand and Vietnam by helping 
them relocate, find jobs, and start new lives in Iowa.     
   
After leaving office, the Rays moved to Cedar Rapids 
where he became President and Chief Executive Officer 
of Life Investors, Inc., later known as AEGON. The Rays 

moved back to Des Moines when he became President 
and CEO of Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Iowa.   
 
In the late 90s, Ray filled out a term as Mayor of Des Moines. 
Ray also chaired the Drake University Board of Trustees and, 
when a vacancy occurred, he was named President of Drake.  
 
In 2005, Ray became the only governor or former 
governor to receive Iowa’s highest honor, the 
Iowa Award, presented by Governor Vilsack and 
the Iowa Centennial Memorial Commission. 

Ray’s first elected office was President of the 7th grade class 
at Callanan Middle School; a campaign managed by his 
life-long friend, Marvin Pomerantz. While at Drake, Ray 
was elected student body President and was a member and 
President of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon fraternity that he long 
credited with cultivating his manners, character and civility.  
 
Ray was a talented school-boy athlete with a passion for 
sports his entire life. Ray’s Drake Bulldogs were his favorite 
team though he cheered for all the schools in the state 
to be successful. Ray was an enthusiastic Iowa Hawkeye 
football and basketball fan as a result of being a color 
commentator for Iowa Hawkeye football games in the 1950s 
and 1960s with his radio business partner, Frosty Mitchell.     
   
Robert D. Ray is survived by his wife Billie; their three 
children, Randi (Bill) Watson; Lu Ann (Bill) Newland and 
Victoria (Mark) Carlson; and eight grandchildren, John and 
Michael Watson; Robert, Jeffrey and Billie Newland; Emma, 
Leah and Sadie Carlson. 
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News & Notes

Our new 
Chapter 
Advisor
I’m a local Iowan and grew up in 
Ankeny. Went to Ankeny High 
School before the split happened, 
and graduated in 2011 as a Hawk. 
One of my good friends from 

Ankeny, Domenic Lamberti, who ended up becoming the Eminent 
Archon at Iowa Delta, convinced me on coming to Drake to begin 
with. 

Becoming an SAE at Drake once I got there was pretty much 
inevitable. I didn’t have any plan to go through rush, however my 
roommate, Domenic Lamberti, made me at least try it and there 
was a total of 9 men from my floor that went through rush. All 
of us ended up joining a house, and 6 of us joined SAE. The new 
addition was still under construction my Freshmen year and it was 
definitely a big seller by the undergraduate chapter during rush. 

During my active days, I spent most of my free time playing 
basketball and Super Smash Bros. with brothers. While not serving 

as a member of executive council, I did serve as intramural chair due 
to my love of sports, despite not being very talented. The question 
always comes up to any alumni on what their favorite moment 
was or their favorite part of being an SAE, and it’s truly a difficult 
answer. I have the ability to sit here and think about it since I’m 
not on the spot and there still isn’t one single moment that stands 
out, it’s really just a collective 4 years that make it special. Hanging 
out with one brother in a common room, singing songs on the 
porch with everyone, playing football in the front yard... the whole 
experience of having a close group of friends that you can count on 
is really the “best” part. 

After graduating in 2015 with a finance degree, I went to work 
for John Deere Financial in Johnston. I still work there as a credit 
analyst with the construction and forestry group. Besides just 
working, I knew I still wanted to stay involved with the house 
so I got involved helping out the House Corporation. The board 
members all had bigger things in mind for me and slowly groomed 
me into becoming the Chapter Adviser. This is my first semester of 
being the adviser, but the nice thing about our alumni association is 
that we really have a group of advisers that are helping this chapter 
grow and ensure our important traditions and values are not lost. 
I look forward to serving this chapter for many years with our 
alumni association and making sure our undergraduate brothers 
are becoming True Gentlemen. 

Phi Alpha
Evan Hopkey ‘15

Chapter Eternal

Fall Recruitment 
Training
The Fall 2018 recruitment season led to the initiation of 22 new 
members into the Iowa Delta chapter of Sigma Alpha Epsilon. The 
chapter attributes this years success in recruitment to a new strategy 
that was developed with the aid of SAE alumnus Tom Healy. Tom is 
a nationally recognized keynote speaker who is an expert in aiding 
young leaders to harness their potential. Tom met with the active 
members of the chapter approximately three weeks before fall 
recruitment kicked off. He collaborated with the chapter to revamp 
their recruitment strategies and develop a plan to set the house up 
for future successes.
 The morning began with the executive council meeting with 
Tom to conduct a S.W.O.T. (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, 
and Threats) on the current state of the house. The council then 
set goals in the categories of athletics, social, brotherhood, service, 
academics, and miscellaneous opportunities. Using the information 
that was highlighted in the analysis the chapter has achieved nearly 
all these goals within the semester and plans to repeat this exercise 
and revise the goals with each new executive council. 
 The afternoon was spent with Tom providing a presentation 
to the active chapter on how to quickly build connections and 
screen for potential new members (PNMs) that fit what they 
believe it means to be a True Gentleman. The chapter shifted its 
recruitment strategy from encouraging PNMs to meet as many 
brothers as possible during the recruitment process, to having each 
brother target a few PNMs and focus on showing them why joining 

SAE is the best thing they could do for their college experience and 
career. 
 During the actual week of recruitment, the chapter 
focused on presenting an informal and relaxed atmosphere that 
proved extremely attractive to first years going through the process. 
The chapter stood out by giving a bold and forward presentation for 
PNMs and opting to grill its own food and utilize a meat smoker 
that was recently donated to the house for its recruitment events.  
The recruitment strategies learned during the chapter’s time with 
Tom will continue aid it in recruitment for years to come and has 
provided it with the ability to reach the next level it has hoped to 
in recent years. As the active chapter continues to grow it will look 
back on the efforts and culture shift created in this last semester as a 
milestone.

Phi Alpha!
Noah Bamonte-Grebis ‘20
Eminent Treasurer

Three Active Brothers were present for the funeral procession of 
distinguished brother, Governor Robert D. Ray, as it passed by the Drake 
University campus.
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ΣΑΕ & IADE Alumni 
Reconnect, share memories, and discover new opportunities.

Check out these web-sites
To update your contact information go to:

www.drakesae.com

Follow the Chapter on Facebook
 Sigma Alpha Epsilon – Iowa Delta Chapter

www.sae.net 
National Fraternity Website

www.linkedin.com/groups 
Group Name:  Iowa Delta Alumni – Sigma Alpha Epsilon

www.alumni.drake.edu

Letter from the Eminent Archon
Greetings to Brothers of Iowa Delta,

 My name is Jake Smith, and I have the honor to continue serving as the 
Eminent Archon of the Iowa Delta Chapter of Sigma Alpha Epsilon for the 2019 
calendar year. I am a junior studying Political Science here at Drake University, and 
grew up in the Des Moines area. I look forward to the opportunity to continue to 
serve and represent the chapter throughout the duration of my second term, and 
look forward to all the year has to bring.
 
 2019 will be a year of growth for the Iowa Delta Chapter. In fall of 2018 we 
added twenty-one new members to the chapter, and are looking forward to spring 
recruitment—where we hope to add a couple more brothers to our chapter. With 
only three seniors graduating in spring of 2019, we are expecting to see chapter 
growth into the 60s to potentially 70s—ensuring that our chapter will remain strong 
as we near our centennial.
 
 Active brothers are already hard at work making sure that 2019 will be 
the best year yet for the chapter. We have brothers that are student ambassadors 
on campus, residence assistants, members of the Student Alumni Association, and 
much more—ensuring that SAE’s presence on campus is strong. Our Philanthropy 
Chairmen are preparing for our spring events, with all money going toward the 
Children’s Miracle Network. Some brothers have attended national leadership 
institutions, such as the John O. Moseley Leadership School in Phoenix, Arizona, 
and the inaugural Executives Academy in Chicago, Illinois—bringing back with 
them information and ideas on how to better our chapter. The Iowa Delta Chapter 
also looks forward to promoting exceptional health and safety policies, and hopes to 
be a national leader in ensuring that all people, both brothers and non-brothers, are 
safe whenever they are at an SAE event.
 
 There is only so much that a short letter can do to inform you on the 
whereabouts of the chapter—we want to hear from you! The chapter house is 
always open to brothers across the Realm, and the active chapter wants you to come 
around. Please feel free to stop by and take a tour of the house, meet some of the new 
members, and simply reflect on your time here at the Iowa Delta Chapter. I look 
forward to all this year has in store, and I hope to meet you soon!

Phi Alpha,

Jake Smith
Eminent Archon
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